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ABSTRACT 
 
Nurul Huda, (2019): The Analysis Students’ Errors in Using 
Punctuation Mark in Writing Descriptive 
Paragraph of The Second Grade at SMP Negeri 1 
Bangkinang Kota  
The purpose of this research is to determine the students’ errors in using 
punctuation mark in writing descriptive paragraph of the second grade at SMP 
Negeri 1 Bangkinang Kota.This research approach was descriptive quantitative 
method. In collecting the data, the researcher asked the students to write a short 
text to assess the students’ errors in using punctuation mark in writing descriptive 
paragraph. There were 30 students as samples by using purposivesampling 
technique.The result of this research showed that were four classifications of 
students errors in using punctuation mark. Omission classification had 53,01%, 
misinformation classification had 30,12%, addition classification had 16,86%, and 
there were no error for misordering classification. In conclusion, 1) The errors 
kinds of errors are made by the students were omission, addition, and 
misinformation. 2) The common errors were made by the students is omission 
with the total 44 errors or 53,01%. 
Key word: Analysis, Students Errors, Punctuation Mark 
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ABSTRAK 
 
Nurul Huda, (2019): Analisis Kemampuan Siswa Menggunakan 
Tanda Baca dalam Menulis Teks Deskriptif 
Paragraf dari SiswaKelas Dua di SMP Negeri 1 
Bangkinang Kota. 
Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengetahui kesalahan siswa dalam 
menggunakan tanda baca dalam menulis paragraf deskriptif kelas dua di SMP 
Negeri 1 Bangkinang Kota. Pendekatan penelitian ini adalah metode deskriptif 
kuantitatif. Dalam mengumpulkan data, peneliti meminta siswa untuk menulis 
teks pendek untuk menilai kesalahan siswa dalam menggunakan tanda baca dalam 
menulis paragraf deskriptif. Ada 30 siswa sebagai sampel dengan menggunakan 
teknik purposive sampling. Hasil penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa ada empat 
klasifikasi kesalahan siswa dalam menggunakan tanda baca. Klasifikasi omission 
memiliki 53,01%, klasifikasi misinformasi memiliki 30,12%, klasifikasi 
penambahan 16,86%, dan tidak ada kesalahan untuk klasifikasi misordering. 
Kesimpulannya, 1) Jenis kesalahan yang dibuat oleh siswa adalah omission, 
addition and misinformation. 2) Kesalahan umum yang dilakukan oleh siswa 
adalah omission dengan total 44 kesalahan atau 53,01%. 
 
Kata kunci: Analisis, KesalahanSiswa, Tanda Baca 
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     ملخص 
العلامة استخدام  في تلاميذقدرة ال ): دراسة تحليلية عن2019( نور الهدى،
لدى تلاميذ  كتابة نص وصفي للفقرةفي  الصوتية المميزة 
مدينة  0الفصل الثاني في المدرسة المتوسطة الحكومية 
    بانغكينانغ
العلامة الصوتية الدميزة في  أخطاء التلاميذ في استخدام لدعرفة يهدف هذا البحث 
مدينة  1لدى تلاميذ الفصل الثاني في الددرسة الدتوسطة الحكومية  الوصفية لفقرةاكتابة 
نوعه البحث تلميذا كالعينة.  30 ، أخذمعاينة هادفةباستخدام تقنية . بانغكينانغ
قييم تالوصفي الكمي. لتحليل البيانات، طلب التلاميذ كتابة النصوص القصيرة هدفا ل
الوصفية. تدل نتيجة  لفقرةاكتابة استخدام العلامة الصوتية الدميزة في  التلاميذ في أخطاء 
استخدام العلامة الصوتية في  لدى التلاميذأربعة أخطاء  هذا البحث على أن هناك
% 31،30 تصنيف معلومات خاطئة% و 13،01الإغفال . أن لتصنيف الدميزة
 . تصنيف الخاطئخطأ في  % وعدم16،11ضاافة وتصنيف الإ
  العلامة الصوتية المميزة تحليل، أخطاء التلاميذ،الكلمات الأساسية: 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
A. Background of the Problem 
 In English learning process, there are four skills that must be mastered 
by English Foreign Language (EFL) learners. They are listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing. Writing is a process of how words transform into a 
written form that can be read and understand by the readers. According to 
Hornby (2003), writing is a process of expressing ideas down on paper and 
transforming ideas into words to give clear information in communication.  
A good writing has some component such as grammar, vocabulary and 
content. In line with the statement above, Harmer (2001) said that the students 
should consider several components of writing in order to create a good 
writing, such as content, grammatical structure, and writing mechanics, such 
as punctuation, spelling and capitalization.  
Penny ur (1996) state that grammar is a set of rules that define how 
words (parts of words) are combined of changed to form acceptable units of 
meaning a language. Particularly in learning English, grammar has an 
important role to help students in producing a language.A well written text 
uses the correct grammar. However, in the discussion of grammar, punctuation 
was often left out. In fact, using proper punctuation is very important because 
it conveys meaning completely (Oshima,2006). In line with the statement 
above, Baleghizadeh & Gordani (2012) stated that the students should follow 
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the rules of grammatical accuracy and punctuation to maintain clearness and 
to avoid ambiguity in expression.  
To write a good text especially in descriptive text, the students must 
understand and know the important parts in the text such as; Generic structure 
and language features. Generic structure means that how a text is organize to 
help the readers or listeners understand about the information present in the 
text. Language feature means the students must understand and know the 
component of writing skill likes content (ideas), organization, language use, 
and mechanic. 
One of the mechanical parts in writing is punctuation. Punctuation is 
very important in a sentence or text, because the punctuation gives the 
meaning of the word to word. In other words, punctuation assists the reader to 
understanding the sentence that will be read. Rehman in Khan (2016) define 
that all the writing requires complete mastery of punctuation, because 
punctuation removes ambiguities and makes prose clear and easily 
comprehensible. Punctuation is a device used by a writer to help his readers 
understand the meaning of his words. Punctuation clarifies the meaning of the 
written sentence (Beyer in Khan, 2016). 
There are some kind symbols which are belonged to punctuation mark. 
Based on Oxford University press, the symbols consist of period or full stop 
(.), commas (,), semicolon (;), colon (:), hyphen (-), dashes (--), apostrophes 
(„s), quotation marks (“‟), question mark (?), and exclamation (!).The whole of 
punctuation mark have different function in completing the sentence. The 
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students who are learning writing skill have to study it seriously to write 
complete sentence in order. Kane (2000) states that, all punctuation exists, 
basically, to help readers understand what you wish to say. Mostly marks of 
punctuation do this by signaling the grammatical or logical structure of a 
sentence.  
Weigle (2002) also state that there are components of writing as 
follow; content, organization, vocabulary, grammar and mechanics. Richard 
(2002) also define that various components of the composition in writing may 
include organization, spelling, punctuation and word choice. Every research 
said that punctuation has role in writing. If the writer does not use punctuation, 
it can be changed the meaning of word. So, punctuation is important thing to 
make clear meaning about what the writer write and the readers understand 
what the meaning of word made by author. 
Junior High School 1 Bangkinang Kota is one of schools in Riau 
province.It is located in Bangkinang Kota. This school also presents English 
as one of the subject. English is taught by having a guide to 2013 curriculum 
where the passing grade is 75. By this curriculum, the students are able for the 
purpose to write a short text to describe their house and its surroundings by 
mentioning the existence of people, objects, animals, and numbers, with 
correct spelling and punctuation.  
Based on the researcher‟s interview and documentationon the 26th of 
January 2018 with Mrs. Masita as the English teacher at the second grade, the 
result of the interview was there were still many of students did not understand 
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how to use punctuation correctly, they still did not know the function of the 
punctuation, and did not comprehend the rule of the punctuation.  
Someone can do errors and it can happen naturally. Making error is 
acceptable, as Norish in Nasruddin (2015) state that it is natural for the 
students as human being to make errors. So, teachers should teach students to 
value punctuation marks as much as letters and words for conveying meaning. 
However, the wrong use of punctuation can interrupt the flow ofideas and 
change the meaning.Error analysis has an important role to reveal the kinds of 
error that the students make in writing and the cause of error. 
Based on the explanation above, the researcher is interested in doing a 
research under the title “The Analysis of Students’ Errors in using 
Punctuation Mark in Writing Descriptive Paragraph of The Second 
Grade Students at SMP Negeri 1 Bangkinang Kota”. 
 
B. Problem 
After conducting the interview with the teacher at the second grade 
SMP Negeri 1 Bangkinang Kota, it‟s clear that most of the students are still 
getting problem, especially in term of using punctuation mark in writing 
descriptive paragraph. To make the problems of this research clearer, the 
problems of this research are identified as follows: 
1. Identification of the Problem  
Based on the problems depicted in the background of the problems, 
those the researches are identified as follows:  
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a. Do the students know about the rules of punctuation? 
b. How is the ability of the students‟ in using punctuation? 
c. How is the students‟difficulty in using punctuation? 
2. Limitation of the Problem 
After identifying the problems stating above, the researcher needs 
to limit and focus on the problems of what kinds of error are made in using 
punctuation and what are the common errors made by the students in using 
punctuation mark. It is quite necessary for the writer to analyze the 
students‟ error in using punctuation mark especially period, comma, 
semicolon and colon in writing descriptive paragraph of the second grade 
students at SMP Negeri 1 Bangkinang Kota.  
3. Formulation of the Problem  
Based on the problemlimited about, these research questions are 
formulated as follows: 
a. What kinds of errors are made by the students‟ in using punctuation 
mark in writing descriptive paragraph of the second grade at SMP 
Negeri 1 Bangkinang Kota? 
b. What are the most commonerrors made by the students‟ in using 
punctuation mark in writing descriptive paragraph of the second grade 
at SMP Negeri 1 Bangkinang Kota? 
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C. Objective and Significant of the Research 
1. The Objective of the research 
Based on the research question formulated above, thus, the 
objective of these researches as follows: 
a. To know what kinds of errors are made by the students‟ in using 
punctuation mark in writing descriptive paragraph at SMP Negeri 1 
Bangkinang Kota 
b. To know what is the most common errors in using punctuation mark in 
writing descriptive paragraph at SMP Negeri 1 Bangkinang Kota 
2. The Significant of the research 
Related to the objectives of the research above, the significance of 
the research are as follows:  
a. Hopefully, this research is able to benefit the writer as a novice 
researcher, especially in learning how to conduct a research 
b. These research findings are also expected to be useful and 
valuable,especially for students and teachers of English at the second 
grade at SMP Negeri 1 Bangkinang Kota to be further teaching and 
learning process 
c. Besides, these research finding are also expected to be positive and 
valuable information, especially for those who are concerned in the 
world of teaching and learning English as a foreign language 
d. Finally, these research finding are also expected to be the practice ad 
theoretical information to development of theories on language 
teaching in general 
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D.  Reason for Choosing the Title  
There are some reasons why the writer is interested in carrying out this 
research. The reasons are as follows: 
1. The title of this research is relevant with the writer status as a student of 
English Education Department 
2. The title of this research is not yet investigate by other previous researcher 
3. The location of the research facilitates the writer in conducting the 
research 
 
E. Definition of the Term 
In order to avoid misunderstanding in reading this research report the 
writers feel necessary to define some specific terms as follows: 
1. Analysis  
According to Audi (1999) analysis is one of breaking process of a 
concept into a more simple part, so that is logical structure is displayed. In 
the other hand, analysis is an activity to describe something into a 
component so that it can recognize the signs of each component.  
2. Students’ Errors 
Based on Ellis in Liasari (2017) stated that error is a lack of 
knowledge and mistakes is the students poses knowledge of the correct 
form and it is just slipping up. Students will make error if they are in the 
condition of having incorrect or false knowledge. In this research, the 
students do not know the role and make error in using punctuation mark.  
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3. Punctuation Mark  
Harmer (2004) considers punctuations as one of the important 
features of writing and using punctuation correctly is an important 
skill.Many people judge the quality of what is written not just on the 
content, the language but also on their use of punctuation, if capital letters, 
comma, full stops, sentence and paragraph boundaries, etc., are not used 
correctly, this cannot only make a negative impression but also make a 
text difficult to understand.  
4.  Writing Descriptive Paragraph  
Nunan (2003) stated that writing is an intellectual activity of 
finding the ideas and think about the way to express and arrange them into 
a statement and paragraph that is clear to be understood by the people. In 
this research, the students will make a short descriptive paragraph about 
their house.      
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CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
 
A. Theoretical Framework 
1. The nature of error  
a. Error  
Various definitions of error have been presented by experts. 
Basically those definitions contain the same meaning while the 
difference lies only on the ways they formulate them. These definitions 
are adequate to reveal the errors showing up in the written text. 
According to Brown (2000) state that an error is a noticeable deviation 
from the adult grammar of native speaker, reflecting the inter language 
competence of the learner. 
Ellis (1997) stated that errors reflect gaps in a learner‟s 
knowledge. They occur because the learner does not know what is 
correct. While, mistakes reflect occasional lapses in performance, they 
occur because the learner is unable to perform what he or she knows. 
Its mean that mistake is a fault that made by the learner, and they can 
make a correction. Meanwhile, error is a fault that made by the learner, 
and they can make a correction. 
Endorgan (2005) says that an error is the use of linguistic items 
in a way that shows faulty or incomplete learning. It‟s a situation in 
wrong belief or conduct that indicates something that is not 
9 
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appropriate. It occurs because language learners do not understand the 
rules of language.  
It is believed that writing is very difficult, and thus the learners 
need to have a comprehensive understanding, cognitive analysis and 
linguistics synthesis to pattern the language in order to be able to 
deliver the ideas, messages and feeling to the listeners or readers 
trough writings Tan (2007). As a matter of fact, in most cases 
grammatical errors are always found in students writing.  
However, by making errors, learners will build their new 
knowledge to use the target language, Ho (2003). It can be considered 
as a means of building learners‟ abilities when students make errors 
during studying the foreign language because they can learn something 
from making errors. It means that learners can increase their ability by 
learning from errors they make. Ho (2003) confirmed that instead of 
just being able to recognize errors, the learners are now able to explain 
the rules and correct the errors.  
A number of different categories for describing errors have 
been identified. Classification of the errors in terms of the difference 
between the learners‟ utterance and the reconstructed version. 
Similarly to Dulay (1982), said that errors have four components. 
There are omission, addition, misinformation, and misordering.  
Omission errors are characterized by the absence item that must 
appear in well-formed utterances. An item in the form of punctuation 
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marks such as period, comma, brackets, and question mark missed in 
well-formed sentence. For example: Besides that you will get many 
vocabularies every day. You can get both English and Arabic 
vocabularies. That sentence is omission of comma. The correct 
sentence is besides that, you will get many vocabularies every day. 
You can get both English and Arabic vocabularies.  
Then, addition errors are characterized by the presence of item 
that must not appear in a well-formed sentence. An item in the form of 
punctuation mark a not needed in well-formed sentence. As an 
example: A snake can kill. Because it has poison. That sentence is 
addition of period. The correct sentence is a snake can kill because it 
has poison.  
The next component of errors is misinformation. It is 
characterized by the use of wrong form in morpheme or structure. 
Here, the wrong form is in the form of punctuation marks are not 
needed well-formed sentence. For example: The new bridge is useful 
for the people. Especially for those whom live in town. That sentence 
is misinformation of period. The correct sentence is the new bridge is 
useful for the people, especially for those who live in town.  
The last component of error is misordering. It is characterized 
by the incorrect placement of morpheme or a group of morpheme in an 
utterance or structure. Here, the wrong placement is in the form of 
punctuation mark are not needed in well-formed sentence. For 
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examples: “My new music album has been launched”, said Mr.Alfy. 
That sentence is misordering of comma. The correct sentence is “My 
new music album has been launched,” said Mr.Alfy.  
According to the statement above, the researcher conclude that 
error is lack of comprehending the linguistic competence that the 
learners do systematically and consistently in part of second language 
acquisition. And error is something that can be seen and it shows the 
learner‟s ability. On the other hand, making error is part in learning 
process and no one can learn language without their first making error. 
The researcher uses this theory as the indicator to analyze the students‟ 
errors in using punctuation mark in writing descriptive paragraph.   
b. Error in using Punctuation Mark 
Punctuation mark is one of from the mechanic in writing. 
According to Harmer (2004), stated that “Writing, like any other skill, 
has its „mechanical‟ components”. In the other hand, Biss (1994) stated 
that, the mechanics of writing include rules for capitalization and 
punctuation. In line with Bailey (2011) states that accurate punctuation 
and use of capitals help the reader to understand exactly what the 
writer meant. Punctuation is the use of special marks that you add to 
separate phrase and sentences, to show that something is a question, 
and so on.  
Using Punctuation is very important because it can make the 
reader easily to understand the meaning in writing even without 
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looking at the expression of the person who wrote the message. In a 
spoken form, the punctuation is represented in the forms of pause, 
intonation, gesture, and facial expression. As indicate by Robert 
(2006), he said that punctuation marks cut the flow of words into 
meaningful groups and prevent confusion. We use punctuation when 
writing because we lack phonetic and visual means of indicating how 
the flow of sounds is to be parsed. 
According to Patridge (2005) punctuation marks comprise of 
full stop, comma, semicolon, colon, parenthesis, dash, question mark, 
and exclamation mark. However, the researcher only investigates the 
use of full stop (.), comma (,), colon (:), and semicolon (;) for sake of 
the study.  
Full stop in American English its period instead of full stop. 
Partridge (2005) stated that full stop or period end a sentence, a 
statement, the expression of a self-contained or complete thought. The 
full stop has several functions. First, full stop as sentence division: full 
stop is used to close sentences. After one of these, a new sentence has 
a capital letter. For example, he went to mosque yesterday. Second, 
function of full stop is abbreviation of sentence. For example:  Dr. 
Andrew.  
Comma shows a minor break or pause in a sentence. The 
comma serves to separate not only clauses but phrases and words; 
more precisely, certain kinds of clauses and certain kinds of phrase and 
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certain groupings of words. The comma sub serves predominantly the 
grammar, the construction or syntax, of a sentence; formerly the 
comma indicated primarily the rhetorical pauses, as, quite often, it still 
does (Pratidge, 2005). 
Semicolon sets off one part of a sentence from another more 
decidedly and more distinctly than does the comma; unlike the period, 
it does not end a statement. The functions of semicolon are to separate 
two independent clauses are not joined by a conjunction and to 
separate elements in a series already contain commas (Pratidge, 2005) 
Colon is a special mark with few specials jobs. A good way to 
think about colon is that they lead to more information or tell the 
reader that more details are coming in the sentences. Colon emphasize 
certain points or details, build up anticipation in a sentence, explain 
something in a more descriptive way, and even just help make a 
sentences clear. A colon precedes the list or explanation that comes 
after an independent clause. But, whatever comes after the colon 
doesn‟t need to be a full sentence-it can be a dependent clause, a list, a 
phrase, and so on (Pratidge,2005). 
In conclusion, punctuation marks to the readers are like the 
torch for the darkness. Good punctuation enables sophisticated 
processing; while bad punctuation causes a lot of trouble and the 
reader is left scrabbling for sense. 
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c. Error in using Punctuation Mark in Writing 
Talking about the definition of writing, there are some 
definitions of writing which are stated by different experts. Weigle 
(2002) stated that writing has received bigger attention in principle of 
communicative language teaching both in second and foreign 
language. Its mean that writing is considered as the way of 
communicating ideas trough written language, the students can express 
their thoughts freely. Therefore, writing is crucial to be learnt in 
school. 
Writing is an essential part of learning. Academically, writing 
is main point for developing ideas and feeling by considering some 
important components and writing process. According to Oshima and 
Hogue (1999) consider that writing is not about a creation but it is 
about process. It means that in writing process, people not only create 
a text or writing discourse from their mind, but also convey the ideas 
in good grammar and good vocabulary. Writing goes into several 
processes and need several steps to produce a good writing (Rumisek, 
2005). 
In writing process, students also should use all aspects of 
writing and follow the steps that involves in writing. Brown (2004) 
states that writing aspects consists of content, organization, discourse, 
vocabulary, syntax and mechanic. All the students were thought in 
several levels in learning. To create a good writing, students should 
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make the best use of sentences to convey the message. According to 
Crème and Lea (2003) state that writing consists of words which are 
put together in particular pattern to make sentence and so on. It means 
writing is an activity that arranges the words into sentences, sentences 
into paragraph, paragraph into a good text.  
Brown (2004) divides writing performance into four categories 
to make students easier to master each aspect of writing. Each category 
reflects the uniqueness of writing skill areas: imitative, intensive, 
responsive, and extensive. He explains that in imitative writing, 
students are focused on basic task of writing letter, word, punctuation 
and very brief sentences. It means that the students‟ mastery of 
punctuation have been begun in this level. In intensive writing, 
students are expected to produce the written language to show their 
language and their competence in grammar, vocabulary, idiom, and 
sentence formation. Then, in responsive writing, the students begin to 
connect some sentences to be a paragraph logically, like descriptive 
paragraph, narrative paragraph summary, etc. In extensive writing, the 
students involved in longer text like essays, papers, project, reports, 
and dissertation.  
Considering definition above, the researcher seems that writing 
is a process. It is not one-steps action but it has several steps that must 
comprehend to create good writing. And the reader can understand the 
message intended by the writer easily. 
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d. Error in using Punctuation Mark in Writing Descriptive 
Paragraph 
Writing a descriptive paragraph is a way to present details; 
even though it is often appears with other of pattern of development. 
When we write, we are contrastingly describing people, place, and 
objects Need (1990). Descriptive appears in almost writing because the 
writer try hard to create word image with ideas that they convey.  
Need (1990) further states that two elements are crucial for 
effective description. First, reader explicit, specific details if they are to 
create exactly the mental image have in mind. Second, the readers need 
a logical sequence of details a partial order. Description can be 
objective and subjective.  
Furthermore, Cole et al, in Rajab (2008) states the purpose of 
descriptive writing is to communicate to a reader the impression by 
combining careful observation with descriptive technique that helps us 
to choose the more effective word. And explain that sensory details are 
the characteristic that we perceive with five senses, sight, hear, 
thought, and smell. To create a sharp impression of a person, a place, 
or a subject, use not only details that we perceive with other sense. 
In connection with statement above, the researcher concludes 
that writing a descriptive is a common way to present details and in the 
impression of a person, a place, and an object to readers.  
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Based on syllabus or lesson plan the student can write a short 
text to describe their house and its surroundings by mentioning the 
existences of people, objects, animals, and numbers, with correct 
spelling and punctuation. 
2. The Most Common Error in using Punctuation Mark in Writing 
Descriptive Paragraph 
When learners speak, they can use hand gestures, eye movement, 
and voice intonation to convey ideas. When they write, they should rely on 
punctuation to tell the reader when to slow down, stop or emphasize. So, 
learning the use of punctuation is very important because they bring a big 
impact to writing meaning. 
According to McCuen & winkler (2002) stated that punctuation 
error occur with the omission or misuse of one of the punctuation marks. 
The omission and the wrong uses of punctuation marks made by students 
are the most problem face students in writing. However, comma was in 
appropriately used to link two clauses, where the result is often a run-on 
sentences. It is the common mark that confuses students to be used among 
word and sentences (Al-mutib, 1989). 
As for the level of seriousness as pointed out by other researchers, 
some researcher have found out that misuse of commas in different 
respects is the most serious and common errors. For example, Alley 
(1987) stated that a comma splice is a comma that joins two independent 
clauses. In line with, Maclaren (2003) stated that comma requires the most 
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judgment. To punctuate with commas requires not only compliance with a 
set of rules but also through understanding of the material being 
punctuated. Comma can change meaning. It is not a kind of full stop, nor 
had to be inserted every few word just to give the reader breather. It does 
not use it instead of full stop. 
According to James (1998) stated that there are three reasons for 
pointing out errors. It is necessary for English language teachers to know 
what types of punctuation errors students make. This will show what they 
need to teach and what is required for students to learn. Moy (1996) stated 
that errors are committed due to lack of teaching materials provided by the 
English teachers and lack of teaching methods beside motivation.  
Therefore, motivation towards the use of punctuation marks might help 
students to deal with punctuation activities and pay them more attention in 
order to use them correctly in their writing. On the other hand, Mayo 
(2000) differs to see punctuation rules are necessary to be taught and 
explained with examples. 
There some researcher found that the common error in using 
punctuation was comma. Khalil (2000) mentioned that the most common 
frequent errors made by Palestinian EFL students in their writing are 
commas and periods. The most common errors are categorized into 
comma splice and superfluous commas. Nurwahyuni (2017) mentioned 
that omission of commas were the most frequent errors made by the 
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students.Not only in comma, Nasruddin (2015) found that apostrophes 
became the most common error in his research. 
Although the most common error of punctuation mark is the 
comma, other structural marks, like colon, semicolon, period, dash, also 
deserve investigation. The experience obtained during our work could 
profitably guide such a study. 
 
B. Relevant Research 
According to Syafi‟i (2011), relevant research is required to observe 
some previous researches conducted by other researchers in which they are 
relevant to our research. There are several relevant researches which have 
relevancy to this research especially in grammatical error in using punctuation 
mark.  
The first previous study was conducted by HammamNasrudin on 2015, 
entitled “The Student‟s Error In Using Punctuation Marks In Narrative 
Writing (A Case Study at the Eleventh Grade Of SMA Fatahilla Jakarta)”. In 
this research, he used descriptive research as a method and case study as a 
design of research. To get the data, he gave the test and analyzed the error that 
the students‟ make. There are three class in that school, from each class he 
took 20 students‟ as an experiment and also as a sample of this study. To get 
the sample he used cluster sampling. The researcher found that there are 292 
errors which the most frequents type of errors made by the students‟ was in 
misinformation which consist of 258 error or 16,66%. Furthermore, there still 
many students‟ do grammatical error in using punctuation mark.   
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The second previous study was conducted by Cholipah on 2014, 
entitled “An Analysis of Students‟ Error In Writing Recount Text. (The Case 
Study in Second Grade Students of SMP Trimulya Jakarta Selatan)”. The 
method of this research is qualitative analysis. The purpose of this research is 
to find out what the most common error made by the students in learning 
recount writing. The results of the study show that there are the highest-three 
and the lowest-three errors made by the students. Based on the total result type 
errors, the writer found that the numbers of total sources of errors are 
communication strategy has 428 or 5.14% source of errors, interlingual 
transfer has 295 or 35.24% source of errors, intralingual transfer has 94 or 
11.23% source of errors, and context of learning has 20 or 2.39% source of 
errors.  
In conclusion, both of the relevant researches above are not similar 
with this research. In the first relevant research investigated the students‟ error 
in using punctuation marks in narrative text and focus on to prevent 
misinformation. The second relevant researches find out the students error in 
writing text. The similarities of both relevant researches with this research are 
to find out the dominant or common errors that the students make in writing. 
 
C. Operational Concept 
Operational concept is the concept which is used to avoid 
misunderstanding and misinterpreting in scientific study. Syafi‟i (2015) said 
that all related theoretical framework can be operated in the operational 
concept. In planning the research, the operational concept can be formulated 
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into particular words to get the easy in measuring the research operation. In 
this research, the researchers establish some indicators based on Dulay (1982): 
1. Omission 
2. Addition  
3. Misinformation 
4. Misordering 
5. Full stop 
6. Comma 
7. Colon 
8. Semi colon  
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CHAPTER III 
RESEARCH METHOD 
 
A. Research Design 
The design used in this research is descriptive design by using 
quantitative approach. Creswell (2011) stated that typical descriptive research 
is to gather information about the present existing condition. In this research, 
the researcher described the students‟ error in their writing performance. 
Lodico (2006) points out these descriptive are summarized by reporting the 
number or percentage of persons reporting each response. It is intended that 
the data are tabulated numerically as a result then it would be interpreted to 
descriptive explanation. Descriptive studies used to describe various aspects of 
the phenomenon.  
The design of this research is descriptive quantitative method because 
it describes the data that take from the sample, and the results of the data are 
tabulated in the form of percentage. There is no treatment give to the students. 
The researcher only analyzed and described what errors are and dominant 
error in using punctuation mark in writing descriptive paragraph made by the 
second grade students in SMP Negeri 1 Bangkinang Kota. 
 
B. Time and Location of The Research 
1. Time of The Research 
This research wasconducted at SMP Negeri 1 Bangkinang which is 
located on Jl. Olahraga No.25, Bangkinang Kota. This research was held 
in November-December 2019 
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C. Object and Subject of the Research 
1. Subject of the Research 
The subject of this research is the second grade students of SMP 
Negeri 1 Bangkinang Kota in academic year 2018/2019. 
2. Object of the Research 
The object of this research is the students‟ error in using 
punctuation mark in writing descriptive paragraph. 
 
D. Population and Sample of the Research 
1. Population of the Research 
The Population of the students included the third year students of 
SMP Negeri 1 Bangkinangkota. The total number of population was 334 
students. 
Table III.1 
The Population of the Second Grade Students of SMP Negri 1 
Bangkinang Kota 
 
No. Class Total of students 
1.  Class VIII A 30 
2.  Class VIII B 30 
3.  Class VIII C 31 
4.  Class VIII D 30 
5.  Class VIII E 31 
6.  Class VIII F 30 
7.  Class VIII G 30 
8.  Class VIII H 30 
9.  Class VIII I 30 
10.  Class VIII J 31 
11.  Class VIII K 31 
 TOTAL 334 
 
2. Sample of the Research 
Based on Sugiono (2010), sample is part of number and 
characteristic those set in the population.To determine the sample of this 
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research, the researcher take what Arikunto (2002) suggests that sample is 
a part of representative of population that are examined or investigated. 
In this research, the researcher used purposive sampling method. 
Arikunto (2002), state that purposive sampling is the process of selecting 
sample by taking subject that is not bad on the level or area, but it is taken 
based on the specific purpose. Knowing that the population is huge in 
number, therefore, the researcher took only one class that is VIII A, it 
means there are 30 students.  
Table III.2 
The sample of the VIII A class 
 
No Gender Total 
1 Male 12 
2 Female 18 
 
E. Technique of Collecting The Data 
1. Test 
The researcher used a test as the instrument of the research. the test 
give to the students to know and to identify the errors made by students in 
placing punctuation. The researcher asked the students to write a short 
text. The test was used to measure the students‟ error in using punctuation 
mark. Brown (2003), state that test of written English is one of a number 
of internationally available standardized tests of writing ability. The 
following table shows the scoring rubrics of writing according to iRubric: 
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F. Technique of Analyzing of The Data 
1. Test 
After find out the amount of punctuation errors and classified it by 
using a rubric, the errors would calculate in order to know how many 
errors are produce.The researcher used percentage formula to quantify the 
errors. To know the percentage the researcher would use the descriptive 
formula by Arikunto (2002): 
  
 
 
      
Where:  
P = the percentage of examines who answered itemscorrectly. 
f  = the number of examines who answered items correctly. 
n = total number of examines who tried the items 
100% = constant value 
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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
 
After conducting the research, doing the analysis, and presenting the results, in 
this chapter the researcher would like to present the conclusion and suggestion of 
this study. 
A. Conclusion 
After analyzing the data of the student errors in using punctuation 
mark in writing descriptive paragraph, the researcher accomplished to the 
conclusion as follows:   
1. Based on finding of the analysis, to answer the first question, the 
researcher finds that kindsof students‟ error in using punctuation mark in 
writing descriptive paragraph are omission, addition, misinformation, and 
misordering with the total errors are 83. 
2. Based on the finding of the analysis, to answer the second question, it is 
clear that the most common errors made by the students is omission with 
total 44 errors or 53,01%, the second was misinformation with total  errors 
25 or 30,12%, the third was Addition with total 14 errors or 16,86%., and 
there was no errors in misordering. 
 
B. Suggestion  
Based on the explanation, to close this thesis the researcher purposes 
some suggestion and recommendation as follows: 
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1. For the students 
a. The students should motivate themselves to practice their writing skill, 
especially in applying of punctuation mark correctly. Because, this is 
very important for them, moreover when they have to make an 
academic writing such as thesis or others. 
b. According to the findings, it can be said that the students still have 
some difficulties in applying punctuation marks correctly. Therefore, 
they should pay more attention in the way using punctuation and 
always practice in the school and home. 
2. For the Teachers 
a. The teachers have to pay much attention to the students‟ error in 
applying punctuation marks, because this is very important for their 
writing skills. 
b. The teachers have to explain and discuss the material about 
punctuation marks as the evaluation when they are teaching writing 
skill. 
3. For the Researchers 
 The researcher suggest to the next researchers of the similar area, to 
analyze more deeply about punctuation in the other academic writing, thus 
they can find more various types error in the use of punctuation 
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